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Waste and Environmental Justice Essay: Updated 14 Nov 2013 
 
Local impacts from waste are often found in residential areas in our cities and suburbs. These may be 
due to past or present industrial sites; power plants; or waste disposal facilities such as transfer stations, 
landfills, or incinerators. Whether or not these sites are currently operating, they may be responsible for 
detrimental effects on public health and the environment.  
 
Your assignment here is to critically investigate the impacts of waste and/or pollution in a suburban 
community of your choosing by (1) identifying the various kids of waste sites that exist in this 
community and (2) closely analyzing one such site in particular. The definition of community here is 
flexible: you may define it by municipal boundary, city ward, zip code, etc. Ideally you should have 
some connection to the neighborhood or community that you choose, though it does not have to be 
within Illinois. If you focused on a particular suburb / suburban region for your Library Resource Paper, 
you also may use that for this Waste and EJ Essay. 
 
This assignment will be first submitted as a draft (5 pages min.) due Week 11 and then a final revision 
(6-8 pages) due Week 14. If you have an approach for this paper in mind and would like to run it by me, 
just shoot me an email (mbryson@roosevelt.edu). Specific formatting guidelines are below. 
 
Researching Your Community 
 
You may already have done some productive research for this essay in your Library Resource Paper. 
Using that as a potential starting point, do some additional research to document the waste sites in your 
community and identify which one would be productive to explore/analyze in greater detail. Determine 
if there are EJ advocacy organizations or environmental groups in the area; check out their online 
materials and/or give them a call. They may be able to point you to specific waste sites and/or pollution 
sources that are problematic or notable. 
 
Here are some resources to consult to identify waste site locations and pollution sources: 
 

• Toxics Release Inventory: http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program; note this page 
about the different uses of TRI data 

• US EPA, My Environment: http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment/ 
• US EPA listing of municipal landfills (1995 data): 

http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/municipal/landfill/section3.pdf  
• US EPA listing of industrial landfills (1995 data): 

http://www.epa.gov/wastes/hazard/generation/sqg/list/lfillpdf.pdf  
• Listing of MSW Incinerators (none in Illinois): 

http://www.energyrecoverycouncil.org/userfiles/file/ERC_2010_Directory.pdf 
 
IL EPA Listing of Waste Sites: 
 

• Hazardous Waste disposal:  http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/waste-mgmt/haz-waste-sites.html 
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• Other Permitted Facilities: http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/waste-mgmt/facility- 
tables/index.html 

 
US EPA Listing of Superfund Sites: 

 
• National Priority List (NPL) Sites:  

http://www.epa.gov/region5/superfund/npl/illinois/index.html  
• Alternate Sites:  http://www.epa.gov/region5/superfund/npl/index_sas.html#IL  
• US EPA Risk Screening Environmental Tool: The RSEI tool is software that 

allows you to search for sites releasing hazardous wastes into the environment 
and uses TRI data to assess risk to human populations. It is a larger download but 
very user-friendly, and can be used to identify sites by zip-code or city name. 
http://www.epa.gov/oppt/rsei/pubs/get_rsei.html 

 
Writing the Essay: Content and Organization 
 
Organize your paper using the following sections. Make reference to relevant readings from our class 
syllabus, as well as any outside sources you find (whether books, journal articles, technical reports, 
news articles, or websites). Weaving in facts, insights, etc. from these sources will enrich your own 
analysis and place your chosen community in a larger context. Remember your audience is a general 
educated reader, not a waste expert / sustainability specialist / university professor -- so be sure to keep 
technical language to a minimum and to define unusual terms. 
 

• Introduction to your community, preview of prominent waste sites you located, and key points 
you will cover about waste and environmental justice issues in this area. 

• Community Profile: discussion of the history, demographics, and key economic/environmental 
factors of your chosen suburb. Consider how these characteristics have impacted the siting 
and/or disposal of waste within the community. 

• List and Discussion of Waste Sites: a categorized list of waste sites within your chosen 
community. Discuss potential reasons why these sites exist here and their particular impacts 
upon the environment and/or human population. You do not have to list every waste site; rather, 
highlight ones that are important and/or representative. 

• Site Profile: Within this section, chose one significant site in your identified neighborhood to 
discuss in detail. As part of this analysis, think about the site history, ownership (and changes 
thereof), pollutants, health risks, cleanup efforts (if any), and neighborhood activism. If possible, 
contact a neighborhood environmental group about the site. 

• Conclusion: Reflect upon the assignment as a whole. What did you learn from this process? 
What are the present challenges for the residents of the community, and what does the future 
hold for them? What must be done in order for environmental justice to prevail? Can this 
community become more sustainable in terms of remediating its exposure to waste and 
pollution? 

• Bibliography: List any cited sources here, in APA format.  
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Formatting the Essay: Guidelines and Requirements 
 
Your essays are destined to be published on the SSF website/blog. Neat, eh? Therefore, you need to 
follow these formatting guidelines/requirements so I can edit the papers and post them to the site after 
our course is concluded. 
 

• Basic format: Word or rich-text (rtf) document, 1-inch margins, 12-point font size, Times New 
Roman font, double-spaced paragraphs. Leave space between paragraphs, as in this document; 
do not indent first line. 

• Length: at least 5 pages of text for the rough draft; 6-8 pages for the revised draft (not counting 
the bibliography) 

• Title: No separate title page is necessary. Give your paper an original title, centered, in bold. 
Center your name under that. Then go right into your introduction. 

• Introduction: should be 1-2 paragraphs. (I will post this text to the SSF site as a single web-
page, with a link to a full pdf of your paper, so the intro should preview the paper as a whole.) 

• Headings: Use headings in your paper to organize your text. You may use the sections listed on 
the preceding page, or modify them if you wish. 

• Links: Because this essay will eventually be published on the web, embed some links within 
your text to refer the reader to key websites or online documents. Use Word's Insert, Hyperlink 
command to hyperlink a passage, like I do here. 

• Images: Include at least two images within your paper, such as photographs, maps, tables, or 
graphs; label each image clearly in terms of subject and source; see example below.  

o Rather than wrapping text around the image, keep the image free-standing and centered 
within your document. That way you can easily put a title up top and the caption on the 
bottom within your Word document.  

o Pictures and graphs should be consecutively titled "Figure 1, Figure 2," etc.; tables of 
data should be titled "Table 1, Table 2," etc. In your discussion, you can refer the reader 
to "Figure 1," etc. to help make your point. 

• Bibliography: Put on a new page at the end of your paper. Use APA style format and hanging 
indent format, like the example below.  

 
 
Bukro, Casey. (February, 1985). Deep Tunnel carving out respectability. Chicago Tribune. Retrieved 

from: http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1985-02-25/news/8501110375_1_deep-tunnel-chicago-
river-pollution-control. 

 
Winters, M., Brauer, M., Setton, E. M., & Teschke, K. (2010). Built environment influences on health 

transportation choices: bicycling versus driving. Journal of Urban Health, 87(6), 969-993. 
 
 
 

See the next page for an example of how you can insert an image into your document. 
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Figure 1. Bubbly Creek in Chicago 

 

 
 

RU students canoe Bubbly Creek on the SW Side of Chicago, May 2009  
(source: L. Bryson*) 

 
 
 

* Cite the name of the person, document, website, etc. If a document, include the source in your 
bibliography; if a website, include a hyperlink with your source note here, as long as the link isn't too 
huge.  

 
 
 


